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of Che, his attitude, his conduct, his honesty, his integrity, pre-
sided over and inspired many of the resolutions of this Con-
ess.
ngor us, this successful event, whose results are greater than
the most optimistic predictions, will be unforgettable. It is true
that our people live hours, days, and months intensely im-
mersed in work, overcoming obstacles, battling for the develop-
ment of our economy under difficult conditions, against an

aggressive imperialism and with a socialism which is very

limited in all fields; and in this battle, in this titanic struggle,
in this effort that grows by the day, immersed in work, our
people may have appeared to be indifferent to the Congress, but
really that is not the case. In reality, our people have acquired
an extraordinary sensitivity, an extraordinary perceptiveness,
and you had an opportunity to observe in several mass rallies
the rapidity, the agility, of our masses to understand any prob-
lem, the degree of political understanding of our people, their

- revolutionary spirit, the internationalist spirit which they have

developed; their feeling of solidarity acquired in the struggle
itself that has inspired and received the encouragement of
everyone. In every event, be it the Tricontinental Conference, a
conference of Latin American revolutionary organizations, or
events such as this one, they have increasingly broadened their
knowledge, their information, their revolutionary horizons.
For our part, we take pleasure in saying that your presence
here has been a very great honor. We hope that our people
have expressed in a thousand different ways their warmth,
their recognition, and their sympathy. It is a high honor for
us to have shared these days with men and women of value,
of prestige, whose works and labor are known to a much greater
extent than you perhaps imagine. We shall remember this high
honor, always. This sentiment expresses the sentiment of the
Revolutionary Government, the sentiment of our Party, the
sentiment of our people. And so, in a spirit of friendship, of
fraternity, and of affection, we declare this Congress closed.
Many thanks to all of you. Be assured that this effort for ad-
vancement in all fields, in economy, in culture, in revolutionary
struggle, in the construction of a better society, in the develop-
ment of a better man, will not cease, and that our Revolution
will not defraud the confidence and hope that you may place
in it!
Patria o Muerte!
Venceremos!
(Ovation)

.
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“I Don’t Mean Bananas”

MALCOLM X

By the fall of 1968, the disarray of the Black Power move-
ment had become critical. In part: sharp police repression. In
part: the difficulty of achieving the concrete practice of a for-
ward strategy, of avoiding the pitfalls of self-defensiveness. But
these reasons may themselves largely be explained by still a
third: nationalism and radicalism, caste politics and class pol-
itics, had somehow been forced apart by black militants and
defined as competing points of departure, the former becoming
ascendant in key black groups.

Malcolm’s political method had presupposed rather the unity
of mationalism and radicalism, a unity which therefore con-
nected Mississippi with the Congo and Africa with Asia, and
which understood a viable politics for black Americans to re-
quire both a demand for Africanhood and a conception of pro-
Africanhood as an explicitly anti-imperialist stance. The de-
cision of many black militants to leave the anti-war protest to
whites—“their war, not ours”—drained that protest of its
needed volatility and led at the same time to the further psycho-
logical and political confinement of the Black Power movement
in the weakest of all definitions of blackness. “Black is beauti-
ful.” Very well, but only provisionally: only when it asserts itself
against the full plenitude of whiteness’s oppressive meanings.
One understands the need to develop black consciousness. But
there is just mo such thing as a black consciousness which is
not also a consciousness of the structural sources of global sub-
jugation: caste is class and cannot otherwise be understood.

That is, black is beautiful only under the same conditions in
which white is also beautiful. It is only men and women that
can be beautiful, and it is only their fully understood stipula-
tion of freedom that can make them so. Either negritude is
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antiracist, anti-imperialist, and therefore anticapitalist—in
other words, radical, revolutionary, and socialist—or it is
nothing but a demand for privileged servitude, gilded chains.
“First things first,” someone says; “the program is black capi-
talism.” But how can such a thing be, since capitalism has so
clearly said that black is ugly? In our context, blackness and
capitalism are each other’s megations, and they cannot be
joined.

Malcolm’s enshrinement has been his banalization. He is not
a “surpassed” figure, someone whose insights, fresh once upon
a time, have since become immobile commonplaces. His mes-
sage—as in the following passages from a 1964 Audubon Ball-
room speech—must be taken out of the political museum where
inattention has very prematurely deposited it.

SEVERAL PERSONS have asked me recently, since I've been back,
“What is your program?” I purposely, to this day, have not in
any way mentioned what our program is, because there will
come a time when we will unveil it so that everybody will
understand it. Policies change, and programs change, accord-
ing to time. But the objective never changes. You might change
your method of achieving the objective, but the objective never
changes. Our objective is complete freedom, complete justice,
complete equality, by any means necessary. That never changes.
Complete and immediate recognition and respect as human
beings, that doesn’t change, that’s what all of us want. I don’t
care what you belong to—you still want that, recognition and
respect as a human being. But you have changed your methods
from time to time on how you go about getting it. The reason
you change your method is that you have to change your
method according to time and conditions that prevail. And one
of the conditions that prevails on this earth right now, that we
know too little about, is our relationship with the freedom
struggle of people all over the world.

Here in America, we have always thought that we were
struggling by ourselves, and most Afro-Americans will tell you
just that—that we’re a minority. By thinking we’re a minority,
we struggle like a minority. We struggle like we’'re an underdog.
We struggle like all of the odds are against us. This type of
struggle takes place only because we don’t yet know where we
fit in the scheme of things. We've been maneuvered out of a
position where we could rightly know and understand where we
fit into the scheme of things. It's impossible for you and me to
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know where we stand until we look around on this entire earth.
Not just look around in Harlem or New York, or Mississippi, or
America—we have got to look all around this earth. We don’t
know where we stand until we know where America stands.
You don’t know where you stand in America until you know
where America stands in the world. We don’t know where you
and I stand in this context, known to us as America, until we
know where America stands in the world context.

When you and I are inside of America and look at America,
she looks big and bad and invincible. Oh, yes, and when we ap-
proach her in that context, we approach her as beggars, with
our hat in our hands. As Toms, actually, only in the twentieth-
century sense, but still as Toms. While if we understand what's
going on on this earth and what’s going on in the world today,
and fit America into that context, we find out she’s not so bad,
after all; she’s not very invincible. And when you find out she’s
not invincible, you don’t approach her like you're dealing with
someone who’s invincible.

As arule, up to now, the strategy of America has been to tuck
all of our leaders up into her dress, and besiege them with
money, with prestige, with praise, and make them jump, and
tell them what to tell us. And they always tell us were the
underdog, and that we don’t have a chance, and that we should
do it nonviolently and carefully; otherwise, we'll get hurt or
we'll get wasted. We don’t buy that.

Number one, we want to know: What are we? How did we
get to be what we are? Where did we come from? How did we
come from there? Who did we leave behind? Where was it that
we left them behind, and what are they doing over there where
we used to be? This is something that we have not been told.
We have been brought over here and isolated—you know the
funniest thing about that: they accuse us of introducing “sepa-
ration” and “isolation.” No one is more isolated than you and I.
There’s no system on earth more capable of thoroughly sepa-
rating and isolating a people than this system that they call
the democratic system; and you and I are the best proof of it,
the best example of it. We were separated from our people, and
have been isolated here for a long time.

So thoroughly has this been done to us that now we don’t
even know that there is somebody else that looks like we do.
When we see them, we look at them like they're strangers. And
when we see somebody that doesn’t look anything like us, we
call them our friends. That's a shame. It shows you what has
been done to us. Yes, I mean our own people—we see our peo-
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ple come here who look exactly like we do, our twins, can’t tell
them apart, and we say, “Those are foreigners.” Yet were get-
ting our heads busted trying to snuggle up to somebody who
not only doesn’t look like us, but doesn’t even smell like us.

So you can see the importance of these meetings on Sun-

day nights during the past two or three weeks, and for a couple |

more weeks. It is not so much to spell out any program; you
can’t give a people a program until they realize they need one,
and until they realize that all existing programs aren’t pro-
grams that are going to produce productive results. So what we

would like to do on Sunday nights is to go into our problem, and

just analyze and analyze and analyze; and question things that
you don’t understand, so we can at least try and get a better
picture of what faces us.

I, for one, believe that if you give people a thorough under-
standing of what it is that confronts them, and the basic causes

that produce it, theyll create their own program; and when the |

people create a program, you get action. When these “leaders”
create programs, you get no action. The only time you see them
is when the people are exploding. Then the leaders are shot
into the situation and told to control things. You can’t show me
a leader that has set off an explosion. No, they come and con-
tain the explosion. They say, “Don’t get rough, you know, do the
smart thing.” This is their role—theyre there just to restrain

you and me, to restrain the struggle, to keep it in a certain

groove, and not let it get out of control. Whereas you and I don’t
want anybody to keep us from getting out of control. We want
to get out of control. We want to smash anything that gets in
our way that doesn’t belong there.

Listen to the last part of what I said: I didn’t just say we
want to smash anything that gets in our way. I said we want
to smash anything that gets in our way that doesn’t belong
there. You see, I had to give you the whole thing, because when
you read it, youll hear we're going to smash up everybody. No,
I didn’t say that. I said we’ll smash up anything that gets in the
way that doesn’t belong there. I mean that. If it doesn’t belong
there, it's worthy to be smashed. This country practices that—
power. This country smashes anything that gets in its way. It
crushes anything that gets in its way. And since we're Ameri-

cans, they tell us, well, we’ll do it the American way. We’ll;'

smash anythmg that gets in our way.

This is the type of philosophy that we want to express amonf’
our people. We don’t need to give them a program, not yet.}!

First, give them something to think about. If we give them
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something to think about, and start them thinking in a way
that they should think, theyll see through all this camouflage
that’s going on right now. It’s just a show—the result of a script
written by somebody else. The people will take that script and
tear it up and write one for themselves. And you can bet that
when you write the script for yourself, youre always doing
something different than you'd be doing if you followed some-
body else’s script.

So, brothers and sisters, the thing that you and I must have
an understanding of is the role that’s being played in world
affairs today, number one, by the continent of Africa; number
two, by the people on that continent; number three, by those of
us who are related to the people on that continent, but who, by
some quirk in our own history, find ourselves today here in the
Western hemisphere. Always bear that in mind that our being
in the Western hemisphere differs from anyone else, because
everyone else here came voluntarily. Everyone that you see in
this part of the world got on a boat and came here voluntarily;
whether they were immigrants or what have you, they came
here voluntarily. So they don’t have any real squawk, because
they got what they were looking for. But you and I can squawk
because we didn’t come here voluntarily. We didn’t ask to be
brought here. We were brought here forcibly, against our will,
and in chains. And at no time since we have been here, have
they even acted like they wanted us here. At no time. At no time
have they even tried to pretend that we were brought here to
be citizens. Why, they don’t even pretend. So why should we
pretend?

Look at the continent of Africa today and see what position
it occupies on this earth, and you realize that there’s a tussle
going on between East and West. It used to be between America
and the West and Russia, but they’re not tussling with each
other any more. Kennedy made a satellite out of Russia. He put
Khrushchev in his pocket; yes, he did—lost him his job. The
tussle now is between America and China. In the camp of the
West, America is foremost. Most other Western nations are
satellites to America. England is an American satellite. All of
them are satellites, perhaps with the exception of France.
France wants America to be her satellite. You never can tell
what the future might bring. Better nations than this have
fallen, if you read history. Most of the European communist
nations are still satelliting around Russia. But in Asia, China
is the center of power.

Among Asian countries, whether they are communist, so-
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cialist—you don’t find any capitalist countries over there too ‘:

much nowadays. Almost every one of the countries that has

gotten independence has devised some kind of socialistic sys-

tem, and this is no accident. This is another reason why I say
that you and I here in America—who are looking for a job, who

are looking for better housing, looking for a better education—

before you start trying to be incorporated, or integrated, or dis-
integrated, into this capitalistic system, should look over there
and find out what are the people who have gotten their freedom

adopting to provide themselves with better housing and better {

education and better food and better clothing.

None of them are adopting the capitalistic system because
they realize they can’t. You can’t operate a capitalistic system
unless you are vulturistic; you have to have someone else’s
blood to suck to be a capitalist. You show me a capitalist, I'll

show you a bloodsucker. He cannot be anything but a blood- |
sucker if he’s going to be a capitalist. He’s got to get it from |

somewhere other than himself, and that’s where he gets it—
from somewhere or someone other than himself. So, when we

look at the African continent, when we look at the trouble that’s |

going on between East and West, we find that the nations in
Africa are developing socialistic systems to solve their problems.

There’s one thing that Martin Luther King mentioned at the
Armory the other night, which I thought was most significant. I

hope he really understood what he was saying. He mentioned |

that while he was in some of those Scandinavian countries he
saw no poverty. There was no unemployment, no poverty.
Everyone was getting education, everyone had decent housing,
decent whatever-they-needed to exist. But why did he mention
those countries in his list as different?

This is the richest country on earth and there’s poverty,
there’s bad housing, there’s slums, there’s inferior education.
And this is the richest country on earth. Now, you know, if
those countries that are poor can come up with a solution to

their problems so that there’s no unemployment, then instead |

of you running downtown picketing city hall, you should stop
and find out what they do over there to solve their problems.
This is why the Man doesn’t want you and me to look beyond

Harlem or beyond the shores of America. As long as you don’t

know what’s happening on the outside, youll be all messed

dealing with this Man on the inside. I mean what they use t8
solve the problem is not capitalism. What they are using to solvé:

their problem in Africa and Asia is not capitalism. So wh
you and I should do is find out what they are using to
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rid of poverty and all the other negative characteristics of a run-
down society.

Africa is strategically located geographically between East
and West; it's the most valuable piece of property involved in
the struggle between East and West. You can’t get to the East
without going past it, and can’t get from the East to West with-
out going past it. It sits right there between all of them. It sits
snuggled into a nest between Asia and Europe; it can reach
either one. None of the natural resources that are needed in
Europe that they get from Asia can get to Europe without com-
ing either around Africa, over Africa, or in between the Suez
Canal which is sitting at the tip of Africa. She can cut off
Europe’s bread. She can put Europe to sleep overnight, just
like that. Because she’s in a position to; the African continent
is in a position to do this. But they want you and me to think
Africa is a jungle, of no value, of no consequence. Because they
also know that if you knew how valuable it was, you'd realize
why they’re over there killing our people. And you'd realize that
it's not for some kind of humanitarian purpose or reason.

Also, Africa as a continent is important because of its trop-
ical climate. It’s so heavily vegetated you can take any section
of Africa and use modern agricultural methods and turn that
section alone into the breadbasket for the world. Almost any
country over there can feed the whole continent, if it only had
access to people who had the technical know-how to bring into
that area modern methods of agriculture. It’s rich. A jungle is
only a place that’s heavily vegetated—the soil is so rich and the
climate is so good that everything grows, and it doesn’t grow
in season—it grows all the time. All the time is the season.
That means it can grow anything, produce anything.

Added to its richness and its strategic position geographically
is the fact of the existence of the Suez Canal and the Strait of
Gibraltar. Those two narrow straits can cut off from Europe
anything and everything Europe needs. All of the oil that runs
Europe goes through the Suez Canal, up the Mediterranean Sea
to places like Greece and Italy and Southern Spain and France
and along through there; or through the Strait of Gibraltar and
around on into England. And they need it. They need access
through the Suez. When Nasser took over the Suez, they almost
died in Europe. It scared them to death—why? Because Egypt
is in Africa, in fact, Egypt is in both Africa and Asia . . .

Before the Suez Canal was built, it was all one, you couldn’t
really make a distinction between Africa and Asia. It was all
one. When President Nasser took the Suez Canal, that meant
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that for the first time the Suez Canal was under the complete,
jurisdiction of an African nation, and it meant that other na-:
tions had to cater to this African nation if they wanted to sur-.
vive, if they didn’t want their oil and other sources of supply
cut off. Immediately this had an effect on European attitudes

and European economic measures. They began to try and

devise new means, new routes, to get the things that they
needed.
Another reason the continent is so important is because of its

gold. It has some of the largest deposits of gold on earth, and ‘

diamonds. Not only the diamonds you put on your finger and |

in your ear, but industrial diamonds, diamonds that are needed>
to make machines—machines that can’t function or can’t run~
unless they have these diamonds. These industrial diamonds
play a major role in the entire industrialization of the European-.

nations, and without these diamonds their industry would |

fall ...

valuable minerals on this earth today, and I think Africa is one
of the only places where it is found. They use it in cancer treat-

ment, plus they use it in this nuclear field that you've heard so °

much about. Cobalt and uranium—the largest deposits are right:
there on the African continent. And this is what the Man ig
after. The Man is after keeping you over here worrying about a»

cup of coffee, while he’s over there in your motherland taking’|
control over minerals that have so much value they make thet}

world go around. While you and I are still walking around over'
here, yes, trying to drink some coffee—with a cracker.

It's one of the largest sources of iron and bauxite and lumber {i

and even oil, and Western industry needs all of these minerals
in order to survive. All of these natural minerals are needed by:
the Western industrialists in order for their industry to keep®
running at the clip that it's been used to. Can we prove it? Yess
You know that France lost her French West African possesd

sions, Belgium lost the Congo, England lost Nigeria and Ghana}

and some of the other English-speaking areas; France also lost:
Algeria, or the Algerians took Algeria. : :

As soon as these European powers lost their African posses--
sions, Belgium had ‘an economic crisis—the same year she

turned the Congo loose. She had to rearrange her entire econé¢!"

omy and her economic methods had to be revised, because shd
had lost possession of the source of most of her raw materiali§
—Traw materials that she got almost free, almost with no p :}
or output whatsoever. When she got into a position where shé
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didn’t have access to these free raw materials anymore, it
affected her economy. It affected the French economy. It
affected the British economy. It drove all of these European
countries to the point where they had to come together and
form what's known as the European Common Market. Prior
to that, you wouldn’t hear anything about a European Common
Market.

Being the gateway to Southwest Africa, Southern Rhodesia,
Basutoland, Swaziland, and South Africa, the Congo is a coun-
try on the African continent which is so strategically located
geographically that if it were to fall into the hands of a real
dyed-in-the-wool African nationalist, he could then make it pos-
sible for African soldiers to train in the Congo for the purpose
of invading Angola. When they invade Angola, that means
Angola must fall, because there are more Africans than there
are Portuguese, and they just couldn’t control Angola any
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. longer. And if the Congo fell into good hands, other than
Not only diamonds, but also cobalt. Cobalt is one of the most ||

Tshombe, then it would mean that Angola would fall, Southern
Rhodesia would fall, Southwest Africa would fall, and South
Africa would fall. And that’s the only way they would fall.

When these countries fall, it would mean that the source of
raw materials, natural resources, some of the richest mineral
deposits on earth, would then be taken away from the European
economy. And without free access to this, the economy of
Europe wouldn’t be worth two cents. All of your European coun-
tries would be of no more importance than a country like
Norway, which is all right for Norwegians, but has no influence
beyond that. It's just another country stuck up some place in
the northern part, like Sweden and some of those places. Every
European country would be just as insignificant as the smallest
insignificant country in Europe right now—if they lost the rest
of Africa. Because the rest of Africa that’s still ‘colonized is the
part of the African continent that’s still backing up the Euro-
pean economy. And if the economy of Europe was to sink any
farther, it would really wash away the American economy.
American economy can never be any stronger than the Euro-
pean economy because both of them are one. It’s one and the
same economy. They are brothers. -

I say this because it-is necessary for you and me to under-
stand what is at stake. You can’t understand what is going on
In Mississippi if you don’t understand what is going on in the
Congo. And you can’t really be interested in what's going on in
Mississippi if you're not also interested in what’s going on in
the Congo. Theyre both the same. The same interests are at
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stake. The same sides are drawn up, the same schemes are at
work in the Congo that are at work in Mississippi. The same
stakes—no difference whatsoever.

Another frightening thing for this continent and the 'Euro.
pean continent is the fact that the Africans are trying to mflus-
trialize. One of the most highly industrialized African nation
is Egypt. They have had a limited source of power up to now
but they are building a dam in upper Egypt, where the blac
Egyptians live . . . The Aswan Dam is something tbat every
body should see. The Aswan is being built on the Nile in th
heart of the desert, surrounded by mountains. One of the most
outstanding things about this dam isn’t so much its miraculous
technical aspects, but the human aspects . . . 3

So the Aswan Dam creates enough additional power to make
it possible to step up or speed up the industrialization qf th?t
particular African nation. And as their industrialization
stepped up, it means that they can produce their own cars}
their own tractors, their own tools, their own machinery, plu
a lot of other things. Not only Egypt, but Ghana too. Ghana i
building a dam, theyre damming the Volta River. Thgre’s th _
Volta High Dam, and it’s being built for the purpose of increas-
ing the power potential of Ghana, so that Ghana also cah
increase its industrial output. g

As these African nations get in a position to increase thel
own power and to industrialize, what does it mean? It me
that where they now are a market for American goods
America’s finished products, and a market for European
ished products, when they’re able to finish their own products
they will be able to get their products cheaper because they're
putting their own raw materials into the finished products. N
the raw materials are taken from Africa, shipped all the wa
to Europe, used to feed the machines of the Europeans, & ,,
make jobs for them, and then turned around and sold back #
the Africans as finished products. But when the African nation
become industrialized, they can take their own products an
stick them in the machines and finish them into whatever they
want. Then they can live cheaper. The whole system will be 4
system with a high standard of living but a cheaper standard
of living. ‘

This standard of living automatically will threaten the stand{
ard of living in Europe because it will cut off the Euro.
market. European factories can’t produce unless they have so ;i
place to market the products. American factories can’t prod.'i
unless they have some place to market their products. It is o

i
|
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this reason that the European nations in the past have kept the
nations in Latin America and in Africa and in Asia from be-
coming industrial powers. They keep the machinery and the
ability to produce and manufacture limited to Europe and lim-
ited to America. Then this puts America and the Europeans in
a position to control the economy of all other nations and keep
them living at a low standard.

These people are beginning to see that. The Africans see it,
the Latin Americans see it, the Asians see it. So when you hear
them talking about freedom, they’re not talking about a cup of
coffee with a cracker. No, theyre talking about getting in a
position to feed themselves and clothe themselves and make
these other things that, when you have them, make life worth
living. So this is the way you and I have to understand the
world revolution that’s taking place right now.

When you understand the motive behind the world revolu-
tion, the drive behind the African and the drive behind the
Asian, then you get some of that drive yourself. You'll be driv-
ing for real. The Man downtown knows the difference between
when youre driving for real and when you're driving not for
real. As long as you keep asking about coffee, he doesn’t have
to worry about you; he can send you to Brazil. So these dams
being set up over there in different parts of the continent are
putting African nations in a position to have more power, to
become more industrial and also to be self-sustained and self-
sufficient.

In line with that: in the past it was the World Bank, con-
trolled again by Europeans and from Europe, that subsidized
most of the effort that was being made by African nations and
Asian nations to develop underdeveloped areas. But the African
nations are now getting together and forming their own bank,
the African bank. The details of it aren’t as much in my mind
as I would like them to be, but when I was in Lagos, Nigeria,
they were having a meeting there. It was among African bank-
ers and African nations, and the Organization of African Unity,
which is the best thing that has ever happened on the African
continent, had taken up as part of its program the task of
getting all of the African nations to pool their efforts in creat-
ing an African bank, so that there would be an internal bank in
the internal African structure to which underdeveloped African
nations can turn for financial assistance in projects that they’re
trying to undertake that would be beneficial to the whole
continent . . .

Politically, Africa as a continent, and the African people as
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a people, have the largest representation of any continent in
the United Nations. Politically, the Africans are in a more
strategic position and in a stronger position whenever a con-
ference is taking place at the international level. Today, power
is international, real power is international; today, real power
is not local. The only kind of power that can help you and me
is international power, not local power. Any power that's local,
if it's real power, is only a reflection or a part of that interna-
tional power. If you think you've got some power, and it isn’t
in some way tied into that international thing, brother, dont
get too far out on a limb.

If your power base is only here, you can forget it. You can’t
build a power base here. You have to have a power base among
brothers and sisters. You have to have your power base among
people who have something in common with you. They have to
have some kind of cultural identity, or there has to be some
relationship between you and your power base. When you build
a power base in this country, you're building it where you aren’t
in any way related to what you build it on. No, you have to have
that base somewhere else. You can work here, but you'd better
put your base somewhere else. Don’t put it in this Man’s hand.
Any kind of organization that is based here can’t be an effective
organization. Anything you've got going for you, if the base is
here, is not going to be effective. Your and my base must be at
home, and this is not at home.

When you see that the African nations at the international
Jevel comprise the largest representative body and the largest
force of any continent, why, you and I would be out of our
minds not to identify with that power bloc. We would be out of
our minds, we would actually be traitors to ourselves, to be re-
luctant or fearful to identify with people with whom we have
so much in common. If it was a people who had nothing to
offer, nothing to contribute to our well-being, you might be
justified, even though they looked like we do; if there was no
contribution to be made, you might be justified. But when you
have people who look exactly like you, and you are catching
hell to boot, and you still are reluctant or hesitant or slow to
identify with them, then you need to catch hell, yes. You de-
serve all the hell you get.

The African representatives, coupled with the Asians and
Arabs, form a bloc that's almost impossible for anybody to con- .
tend with. The African-Asian-Arab bloc was the bloc that °
started the real independence movement among the oppressed
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peoples of the world. The first comin
at the Bandung conference . . . § fogether of that bloc was
T? show you the power of that bloc and the results that
theyve gotten and how well the Europeans know it: on the
African continent, when I was there, one thing I noticed was
the twenty-four-hour-a-day effort being made in East Africa to
turn th-e African against the Asian; and in West Africa to turn
the African against the Arab; and in parts of Africa where there
are no Asians or Arabs, to turn the Muslim African against the
Christian African. When you go over there and study this thing
you can see that it is not something that’s indigenous, it’s not e;
divisive situation that’s indigenous to the African himself. But
someone realizes that the power of the oppressed black, brown
red, and yellow people began at the Bandung conference whicl;
was a cga}l]ition between the Arab and the Asian and t};e Afri-
can, and how much pressure they'v
oopressor st P y've been able to put on the
So, very shrewdly they have moved in. Now when you travel
on the continent, you see the African in East Africa is being
sicked on the Asian—there’s a division taking place. And in
Wgst Africa he’s being sicked on the Arab—there’s a division
t:ilkmg‘ place. And where the oppressor, this ingenious oppressor
dlabohc'ally ingenious—where he hasn’t found an Asian to sié
the Afrlcan on, or an Arab to sic the African on, he uses the
Mu‘shm African against the Christian African. Or the one that
bfeheves in religion against the one that doesn’t believe in reli-
gion. But the main thing he’s doing is causing this division
division, division to in some way keep the African, the Arab,
and the Asian from beating up on him. , ,
He’s dc_>ing the same thing in British Guiana. He’s got the
b!ack Guianians down there fighting against the so-called In-
dians. He’s got them fighting each other. They didn’t fight each
other when the British were there in full control. If you notice
as long as the place was an old-style colony, no fight. But as’
soon as the British are supposed to be moving away, the black
one starts fighting the red one. Why? This is no accident. If
they didn’t fight before, they don’t need to fight now. There’s no
igas?hfor it. But their fighting each other keeps the Man on
Mzﬁ onetf)z;(-:t that he can turn one against the other keeps the
He does the same thing with you and me right here in Har-
lem. All day long. I turned on the radio last night. I heard them
say, every hour on the hour, that James Farmer, the head of
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CORE, was going to Africa, Egypt, and Israel. And they said the
reason he was going was because he wanted to correct false
statements made by black nationalist leader Malcolm X when
he was over there. If I hadn’t had this experience before, imme-
diately I would have started blasting Farmer. But I called him
up today. He said he didn’t know what they were talking about.
But why do they do it? They do it to make us fight each other.
As long as we're fighting each other, we can’t get at the Man
who should be fought against from the start. Do you under-
stand? Once we see the strategy that they use at the interna-
tional level, then we can better understand the strategy that
they use at the national and at the local level.

Lastly, I would like to point out my understanding of what
I think is the position taken in African policy. Their policy, in
a nutshell, is positive neutrality, nonalignment. They don’t line
up either way. Africa is for the Africans. And the Africans are
for the Africans. The policy of the independent African states,
by and large, is positive neutrality, nonalignment. Egypt is a
good example. They take from East and West and don’t take
sides with either one. Nasser took everything Russia could give
him, and then put all the communists in jail. Not that I mean
the communists should necessarily have been put in jail. For
the communist is a2 man, a capitalist is a man, and a socialist
is a man. Well, if all of them are men, why should they be put
in jail, unless one of them is committing a crime? And if being
a communist or being a capitalist or being a socialist is a crime,
first you have to study which of those systems is the most
criminal. And then youll be slow to say which one should be
in jail.

I cite that as an example just to show what this positive
neutrality means: if you want to help us, help us; were still
not with you. If you have a contribution to make to our devel-
opment, do it. But that doesn’t mean we’re with you or against
you. We're neutral. We're for ourselves. Whatever is good for
us, that's what we're interested in. That doesn’t mean we're
against you. But it does mean we're for ourselves.

This is what you and I need to learn. You and I need to learn
how to be positively neutral. You and I need to learn how to be
nonaligned. And if you and I ever study the science of non-
alignment, then you’ll find out that there’s more power in non-
alignment than there is in alignment. In this country, it’s impos-
sible for you to be aligned—with either party. Either party that
you align yourself with is suicide. Because both parties are

L

i,

“I Don’t Mean Bananas”—Malcolm X 221

criminal. Both parties are responsible for the criminal condi-
tion that exists. So you can't align yourself with a party.

\_’V_hat you can do is get registered so that you have power—
political potential. When you register your political potential,
that, means your gun is loaded. But just because it’s loaded, you
don’t have to shoot until you see a target that will be beneficial
to you. If you want a duck, don’t shoot when you see a bear;
wait till you see a duck. And if you want a bear, don’t shooi
when you see a duck; wait till you see a bear. Wait till you see
what you want—then take aim and shoot!

V\”hat they do with you and me is tell us, “Register and vote.”
pont register and vote—register! That’s intelligent. Don’t reg-
Ister and vote—you can vote for a dummy, you can vote for a
‘c‘:rool.(, you can vote for another who'd want to exploit you.
Beglster” means being in a position to take political action any
time, any place, and in any manner that would be beneficial to
you and me; being in a position to take advantage of our posi-
tion. Then we'll be in a position to be respected and recognized.
But as soon as you get registered, and you want to be a Demo-
crat or a Republican, you are aligning. And once you are align-
ing, you have no bargaining power—none whatsoever. We've
got a program we are going to launch, which will involve the
absolute maximum registering of as many of our people as we
can. But they will be registered as independents. And by being
registered as independents, it means we can do whatever is
necessary, wherever it’s necessary, and whenever the time
comes. Do you understand? . .

As I mentioned today—and you’ll probably read about i
morrow; they’ll blow it up, and out of cI:)ontexty—what we LIlnte:atd ti(:;
th}s country (and I believe it with all my heart, and with all my
mind, and with all my soul) is the same type of Mau Mau here
that they had over there in Kenya. Don’t you ever be ashamed
of the Mau Mau. They’re not to be ashamed of. They are to be
proud of. Those brothers were freedom fighters. Not onl
brothers, there were sisters over there. | met a lot of themy

;Ir‘lhgf’rf .l;rfl:'e. They hug you and kiss you—glad to see you:
ct, if they were over here ( i i
encd up oot 1}1"ke e 0 » they'd get this problem straight-

I read a little story once, and Mau Mau proved it. I read a
story once where someone asked some group of people how
many of them wanted freedom. They all put up their hand
;I‘hlnk there were about 300 of them. Then the person says‘
Well, how many of you are ready to kill anybody who gets ir;
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ay for freedom?” About fifty put up their hand's..And he
zgllcllrt:oze fifty, “You stand over here.” That lef.t 250 sitting wh'o
wanted freedom, but weren’t ready to kill for it. ’So 13e told this
fifty, “Now you wanted freedom and you said you'd kill anyl;:r)dy
who'd get in your way. You see those 250? ?'ou get them first.
Some of them are your own brothers and sisters and mothers
and fathers. But theyre the ones who stand in the way of your
freedom. Theyre afraid to do whatever is necessary to get it
and theyll stop you from doing it. Get rid of them and freedom

ill come naturally.”

WllIl gg for that. T}l'lat’s what the Mau Mau lear.ned.' The Mau
Mau realized that the only thing that was standing in the way
of the independence of the African in Kenya was another Afri-
can. So they started getting them one by one, all thosg Toms.
One after another, they'd find another Uncle Torp J}fncan by
the roadside. Today they’re free. The white man d1dp t even get
involved—he got out of the way. That’s the same thing that will
happen here. We've got too many of our own people who stang
in the way. Theyre too squeamish. They want to be looke
upon as respectable Uncle Toms. They wan,t to be looked upon
by the white man as responsible. They don’t want to be cl?.s31-
fied by him as extremist, or violent, or, you knoYv, 1rres_pons1b1e.
They want that good image. And nobody whps looking for a
good image will ever be free. No, that kind of image doesn’t get
you free. You've got to take something in your ha:nd and say,
“Look, it'’s you or me.” And I guarantee you he'll give you fr.ee-
dom then. He'll say, “This man is ready for it.” I s‘z‘nd somfet})n.lg
in your hand—I won’t define what I mean by “something in
your hand.” I don’t mean bananas.

A Prison Interview

HUEY NEWTON

Black Panther Minister of Defense Huey P. Newton, a lumi-
nous man, is in prison because he is black, compassionate,
sensitive, courageous, and unprepared to cooperate with his
would-be assassins, however shiny their badges.

He is not the first revolutionary who has found it both neces-
sary and possible to keep working behind bars. His teaching, as
the Panthers call it, like that of all prophets and organizers, is
at its best when it is most direct, when there is a fluent rhythm
set up between the word and the deed, the small circle of faces
and the motion in the streets. Interrupting that rhythm, im-
prisonment obliged the refinement of another mode of speech—
the interview, which better than any other printed form retains
the quickness, the ease, and the scope of conversation.

The interview printed here, made in the summer of 1968 by
Movement editor Joe Blum, was immediately recognized as one
of the richest statements to have been produced by the black
revolutionary movement in America. Perhaps Newton is naive
about the state of Algerian socialism and the motives of white
radicals. But his insight into the political psychology of master
and slave, mother country and colony, is as sharp as Fanon’s.
And it may be that a white man can learn more about his civili-
zation and its discontents from these few words than from a
whole library of Freudian analysis.

THE MOVEMENT: The question of nationalism is a vital one in
the black movement today. Some have made a distinction be-
tween cultural nationalism and revolutionary nationalism.
Would you comment on the differences and give us your views?

HUEY P. NEWTON: There are two kinds of nationalism, revo-
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